THE IMPORTANCE OF GAINING GODLY WISDOM

· Life is full of choices and the choices that we make in life will ultimately determine the fruitfulness of our life here on earth. So consistently making right choices in life is so important.

· For this reason gaining Godly wisdom in our life is a great key to us fulfilling our God given destiny. When the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and asked him what he should give him, Solomon asked for wisdom. In 1 Kings 3:7-13 we read,
“Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 

“And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted.”
“Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?”
“The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.”
“Then God said to him: Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice,
“behold, I have done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you.
“And I have also given you what you have not asked: both riches and honour, so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your days.” (1 Kings 3:7-13)
· King Solomon knew that he would need to have great wisdom to successfully lead the people of Israel
· However because King Solomon did not ask for long life, riches and the life of his enemies God blessed him with great wealth and honour anyway

· If we pursue Godly wisdom in life we will consistently make right choices in life and live a life of great fruitfulness

· On the other hand the bad choices that we make in life can have long term consequences that can prevent us from enjoying the fullness of what God has planned for our life
· In the book of Hosea we read,

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...” (Hosea 4:6)
· Continually making good Godly choices in life will help us to build our life on a firm foundation

· God knows what is best for us in every area of our life. Every believer has the potential to make a great impact in this world for eternity
· God knows all that He has planned for our life, however we will need God’s strength and wisdom and guidance to fully appropriate all that He has planned for our life because we have a very real adversary (the Devil)
· Jesus Himself made this very clear when He said,

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)
· In this life and particularly as believers, we are in a continual spiritual contest in which the Devil will try and thwart and if possible even abort God’s plans and purposes for our life
· The Apostle Peter wrote,

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· God has so much in store for every believer’s life

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But as it is written:

  “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,

  Nor have entered into the heart of man

  The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”

“But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10)

· How important it is that we continually seek to gain and exercise Godly wisdom in all that we do in life, so that all that God has planned for our life continues to unfold and come to pass in His perfect timing
· In the first few verses of the book of Proverbs we read about the importance of gaining wisdom,

“The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:

To know wisdom and instruction, To perceive the words of understanding, To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, judgment, and equity; To give prudence to the simple, To the young man knowledge and discretion – A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel, ...” (Proverbs 1:1-5)
· Today is day one of the rest of your life

· The past we cannot change

· But from today on we can purpose in our heart to make Godly and wise choices in the future

· We must refuse to dwell on our past failures. All we can do with our past mistakes is TO LEARN FROM THEM

· This is why the Apostle Paul wrote,

“Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)

· No matter how many mistakes we have made in the past, with the Lord’s help we have a hope and future – WE MUST ALWAYS FOCUS ON OUR FUTURE 

· God is able to pull us out of the deepest of pits and give us a future that is full of purpose and meaning
· In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
· King David wrote,

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5)

· We have one life in this body to store up treasures in heaven and to make our life count for eternity. 
· Jesus Himself said,

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· God has a unique destiny and plan for our life, “...good works which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

· IN FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE WE WILL:

i) Help others to come to Christ

ii) We will help others to fulfil their God given destiny

iii) Our lives will bear much fruit that will remain as our lives make a great impact in this world for eternity
iv) We will receive eternal rewards, and

v) We will live a life of great purpose and meaning, “life and life more abundantly”
· So how important it is that we make wise choices that are in line with God’s will for our life so that all that God has planned for our life will come to pass

· HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE CONTINUALLY KNOW THE WILL OF GOD FOR OUR LIFE IN EVERY SEASON OF OUR LIFE
· God’s plan for our life unfolds over time. In Psalm 37 we read,

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23)

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

· TODAY I WANT TO SHARE ON HOW WE CAN AQUIRE GODLY WISDOM FOR OUR LIFE SO THAT: 
I. WE CAN REALISE OUR FULL POTENTIAL IN CHRIST

II. So that our lives make a great impact in this world for eternity. God has much planned for every believer’s life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) AND
III. TO HELP US TO AVOID THE MANY PITFALLS THAT THE DEVIL WOULD LIKE TO PUT IN OUR PATH IN THE FUTURE TO STOP US FROM FULFILLING OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
Today I want to share seven keys that can help us to gain Godly wisdom to make right choices in life. 
(Again the fruitfulness of the life that we live is largely determined by the choices that we make in our life)
1) The importance of building our life continually on the wisdom contained in the Word of God
(The bible is God’s manual for life and His love letter to us – In it we have all the wisdom that we need to live a blessed and fruitful life)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)  

· As we read the Word of God

i) We receive Godly wisdom

ii) We maintain a clear understanding of the basis of our faith – We are simply saved by Grace through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ and not by our own good works
iii) We receive correction and guidance when we are beginning to deviate off track in our life and away from God’s best plan for our life. When we read the Word of God we are convicted of wrong attitudes and those things which are not right in our life. This helps us to make the necessary changes in our life to fully appropriate all that God has planned for our life
In the book of Hebrews we read,
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) AND
iv) We receive instruction in what it is to live a Godly Christian life so that we are equipped for every good work
· The Bible gives us great wisdom and guidance to help us to live an overcoming Christian life. 

· The truth contained in God’s Word helps to strengthen us in our walk with the Lord and to set us free from wrong mindsets. 

· The preaching of the gospel also helps unbelievers, who are under the sway of the evil one, to come to faith in Christ.
· Jesus Himself wrote,

“If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)
· The Word of God gives us great wisdom and guidance to help us to make good choices in life so that we do not stumble in our walk with the Lord
· In Psalm 119:105 we read, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” (Psalm 119:105)

· The Word of God also helps to give us insight and clarity in relation to our future and where God is leading us

· God will continually speak to us through His word to give us direction and clarity to help us to make good choices in life. 
In Psalm 119:130 we read, “The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.” (Psalm 119:130) 
· Every day in life we need to make choices
· As the world is now full of many ungodly and negative influences, how important it is that we continually renew our mind with the Word of God so that we maintain Kingdom values and mindsets and right attitudes in our life. THIS HELPS US TO INSTINCTIVELY KNOW THE MIND OF CHRIST IN ALL THAT WE DO IN LIFE AND IN ALL THE DECISIONS AND CHOICES THAT WE HAVE TO MAKE IN LIFE
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

· The LORD said to Joshua just prior to him leading the children of Israel into the Promised land

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

· It is one thing to know what the Word of God says about how we should live our life, but another to also continually choose to apply that knowledge and wisdom in our own life by being doers of the Word of God in all the choices that we make in life
· Although at times to compromise a little may appear to be easier it is never an option. There will always be consequences if we deviate away from what the Word of God says. WE MUST SIMPLY ALWAYS BE BOTH HEARERS AND DOERS OF THE WORD. 
· As we learn to walk in obedience to the Word of God, we will always be vindicated by the Lord in the long run and our lives will be built on a firm foundation
Jesus Himself said,

“Therefore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand; and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:24-27)

· The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of studying the Word of God to the young pastor Timothy

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)
· Given the world that we are now living in and all the ungodly influences around us, more than ever before we need to continually renew our mind with the truth contained in the Word of God so that we are able to continually make wise choices based on Godly wisdom
2) We must simply want to know God’s ways and will for our life and to CONTINUALLY seek the LORD for the wisdom that we need in life. (Not our will but HIS will be done in our life)

· If we are to gain Godly wisdom in life we must first want to seek God’s wisdom and perspective for our life on an ongoing basis rather than always seeking our own will
· The bible makes it clear that God’s ways are far higher than our ways. In the book of Isaiah we read, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (1 Corinthians 1:25)
· The Bible also makes it clear that if we seek God for wisdom and direction in life He will ALWAYS give it to us – God wants our lives to bear much fruit IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE

· In the book of James we read, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5) 

· Jesus Himself said,

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8)

· If we build our life on Godly wisdom we will see our life being fruitful in every aspect of our life. God’s desire is that we would be blessed in every area of our life including having rich and healthy relationships with others. In 3 John 2 we read the words of the Apostle John,

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.” (3 John 2)
· Continually seeking God’s wisdom in every area of our life will help us to fully embrace all that God has planned for our life and enable us to continually make good choices in life
· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

· In the book of Psalms we read, 

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.” (Psalm 37:3-5)
3) The importance of spending time with the LORD to gain wisdom from Him (The importance of having a lifestyle of prayer)

· In a world which so often is full of busy agendas it is so important that we consistently make time to spend with the LORD to seek His perspective, wisdom and guidance for our life
· Continually maintaining an intimate walk with the Lord is the key to remaining on the narrow path that leads to the abundant life that Jesus spoke of

· Spending time alone with the Lord is a key to getting to know His voice and to receiving Godly wisdom and direction for our life.
· Jesus Himself said,

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27)

· In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD, And has perceived and heard His word? Who has marked His word and heard it?” (Jeremiah 23:18)

· How important it is that we regularly spend time in the secret place praying to our Father in Heaven. We must simply make time to sit in God’s presence so that He can speak to us and give us Godly wisdom and direction for our life
· Jesus Himself said,

“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. 
And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.” (Matthew 6:6-8)

· Spending time with the LORD on a regular (daily) basis helps us to stay in the will of God for our life – This is the key to fulfilling our God given destiny, living a life of great purpose and meaning and to bearing much fruit in our life

· In the book of Acts we read,

“And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Acts 13:22) 

· King David had a heart after God and continually did the will of God for his life
· King David’s life was characterised by his great desire to know God and to spend time in His presence. He had a great love for God. 
· King David wrote, “O GOD, Your are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3)

· As we delight ourselves in the LORD He begins to put things on our heart to do in life. His plans and purposes for our life

· King David wrote, “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:3-5)

· Having a lifestyle of prayer helps us to continually have Godly wisdom to make good choices in life and to know the will of God for our life in every situation. 
· This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
· Whenever we have need of wisdom and direction in life we just need to draw aside with the Lord and seek His face for guidance.
· As we draw aside with the Lord He will give us the wisdom and guidance that we need in life when we simply ask Him for His help. God loves us with a passion and wants to help us in life.
· Jesus said, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)
· The word of the Lord came to the Prophet Jeremiah in prison, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

· It is in isolation with the Lord that we are in the best position to receive His revelation knowledge and wisdom and guidance for our life
· Jesus Himself emphasised that our highest priority in life should always be to spend time with Him. In the gospel of Luke we read, “Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word.

But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)
4) The importance of being continually led by the Holy Spirit (The Holy Spirit is also known as the Spirit of truth)
· As Christians it is so important to be continually led by the Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth

· The Holy Spirit will convict us of wrong attitudes and make us uneasy when we are beginning to drift away from what God has planned for our life

· Whenever we feel uneasy about a course of action it is invariably the Holy Spirit warning us of problems coming if we are to continue with that course of action

· We see an example of this in the book of Acts when Paul perceived that the ship that he was on would come to grief if they were to sail out of the harbour
· From the following passage of scripture in chapter 27 of the book of Acts we can learn a lot about the importance of being sensitive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit
“When we had sailed slowly many days, and arrived with difficulty of Cnidus, the wind not permitting us to proceed, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Salmone. Passing it with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea.”

“Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the Fast was already over, Paul advised them, saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.”

“Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the ship than by the things spoken by Paul. And because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could reach Phoenix, a harbour of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and winter there.

When the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained their desire, putting out to sea, they sailed close by Crete. But not long after, a tempestuous head wind arose, called Euroclydon.” (Acts 27:7-14)
Sometime later the ship was indeed shipwrecked on the island of Malta
· We can learn much from the above passage of Scripture
· Firstly, it is never good to go against the gentle promptings and guidance of the Holy Spirit – There will almost always be consequences when we go against the leading of the Holy Spirit
· Secondly, we must not be persuaded by others to go against the leading of the Holy Spirit, even if the majority may be suggesting for us to take a different course of action, and
· Thirdly, even if our circumstances may appear to support us taking a course of action, (the south wind blew softly) if it is going against the Holy Spirit’s promptings and warnings we must refuse to take that course of action

· BEING CONTINUALLY LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL HELP US TO MAKE RIGHT CHOICES IN LIFE THAT ARE IN LINE WITH GOD’S PURPOSE AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

· The closer our walk with the Lord the more sensitive we will be to the leading and guidance of the Holy Spirit

· Jesus Himself said,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

· How important it is that we continually allow the Holy Spirit to direct our steps in life. As we do we will see all that God has planned for our life come to pass and we will also experience the life and life more abundantly that Jesus spoke of in John 10:10
5) There is wisdom in a multitude of counsellors (We need to have a teachable spirit)
·  In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; But in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.” (Proverbs 11:14)

·  Though it is so important to seek the Lord ourselves to find His will and plan for our life and to seek Him for guidance and direction in life, we also need other godly people to speak into our lives as well

·  As Christians we will not always perfectly hear what God is trying to say to us, especially if our emotions are involved. For this reason running important decisions by other mature men and women of God who hear from the Lord is a good check and balance to help us to make good choices in life

·  God will often speak through others to give us answers to our prayers and to confirm what God has been putting on our heart to do. When other mature Christians also get the same answers as us when praying about a course of action, we can be more confident that the choice that we are making is correct
·  When we are caught up in trials and challenges we can sometimes lose focus and perspective, whereas someone removed from our circumstances can see more clearly than us and give us good godly counsel

·  God has designed it that we need one another in the Body of Christ. In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Without counsel, plans go awry, But in the multitude of counsellors they are established.” (Proverbs 15:22) 

·  Being accountable to other loving Christians enables us to receive correction when we are beginning to deviate off track in what God has called us to do in life
·  It is so important that we are always open to others speaking into our life so that we can gain wisdom from others who have been successful in life
·  Having godly mentors in our life is also important as it helps us to grow in our walk with the Lord and to be accountable to others. This is a great key to not making rash decisions in life without godly counsel

·  In the book of Proverbs we read much about the importance of having a teachable spirit,

“Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be wise in your latter days.” (Proverbs 19:20)

“He who heeds the word wisely will find good, and whoever trusts in the LORD, happy is he.” (Proverbs 16:20)

“Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.” (Proverbs 9:9)

“Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, But he who hates correction is stupid.” (Proverbs 12:1)

“He who keeps instruction is in the way of life, But he who refuses correction goes astray.” (Proverbs 10:17)

·  When we are connected and accountable to other mature believers we can also at crucial times receive a word of encouragement to help us to stay on track with what God has called us to do when we are going through times of discouragement

·  In the book of Proverbs we read,

“A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23)

·  It is so important that we never develop an independent spirit but always remain open to others speaking into our lives. When we refuse to listen to others we are more likely to make wrong choices based on our own desires. In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The backslider in heart will be filled with his own ways, but a good man will be satisfied from above.” (Proverbs 14:14)

·  HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO RECEIVING GOOD GODLY COUNSEL FROM OTHERS AND ARE PREPARED TO LET OTHERS SPEAK INTO OUR LIFE
·  Given the ungodly times that we are now living in, being connected in fellowship with other believers is vitally important. In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:23-25)
6) We must always desire to seek godly counsel and not just what we want to hear
· Given the importance of making right choices in life, we need to always ensure that we seek to get counsel from godly mentors and fellow Christians and not just from people who we know will agree with us
· In the book of Proverbs we read,
“A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel” (Proverbs 1:5)

“The thoughts of the righteous are right, But the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.” (Proverbs 12:5)

“He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed.” (Proverbs 13:20)

· Given that the enemy is constantly looking for an opportunity to oppress and distract us from fulfilling our God given purpose here on earth as Christians, we must always choose to seek counsel from those who love and care for us enough to tell us the truth in love
· In the book of Proverbs we read,
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.” (Proverbs 27:6) 

7) The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom

· In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” (Proverbs 1:7)
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” (Proverbs 9:10)
· Having a healthy fear of the LORD helps us to stay on track and to make good godly choices in life

· Wisdom and righteousness go together. It is good to be wise and it is wise to be good

· The fear of the LORD is expressed in the book of Proverbs in many ways and is repeated throughout this book as being the key to obtaining genuine wisdom in life

·  The fear of the LORD in not the terror of a tyrant, but the kind of awe and respect that we have for Him who is the wisest of all 

· This awe and respect for God leads us to having a walk of obedience in which we truly make Jesus Christ Lord of all our life
· When we have both a healthy reverential fear of the LORD and a great love for Him, we will always seek to live in a God glorifying manner which is reflected in the choices that we make in life – choices that are in line with God’s will for our life
· Jesus said,

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)
· Having a healthy fear of the Lord also helps us not to overstep the mark in life and to exercise caution and wisdom when making choices in life. Like the Apostle Paul we need to always be mindful of the importance of finishing our Christian walk strongly – Our faith in the Lord is the most precious thing that we have in life
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:27)
· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones.” (Proverbs 3:7-8)

· Having a healthy fear of the LORD helps us to live with good godly boundaries in our life and to consistently making wise choices in life – A great key to fulfilling our God given destiny in life
· Given the strong spiritual warfare that all Christians are continuously engaged in, having a healthy fear of God helps us to stay close to the Lord and dependent on His continual wisdom and guidance in life. In doing this we will remain strong in our walk with the Lord and we will live overcoming and fruitful lives. 
· FINALLY IN CONCLUSION, EVERY SINGLE PERSON MATTERS TO GOD

· God’s desire is that none would perish and that all would call upon the name of the Lord and be saved

· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

· How important it is, given the late hour that we are living in and the imminent return of the Lord, that we look for every opportunity to help lead others into a relationship with Jesus Christ 

